
SUNDAY MASS:   8am, 10am - CLOSED                                     

RECONCILIATION:  Saturday 10am-12pm - CLOSED 

WEEKDAY MASS: 9am - Tuesday to Saturday - CLOSED                                     

             MARIA ASSUMPTA CATHOLIC CHURCH 

            198 Beach Haven Road, Auckland 0626 

              www.beachhavencatholic.org.nz 

 

Welcome - Malo e lelei - Bula Vinaka -Talofa lava - Mabuhay - Bienvenue 

Nei hou ma - Anneunghaseyo - Ayu Bowan - Willkommen - Welkom  

Haere mai! Nau mai! Whakatau mai!  

MARRIAGE PREPARATION:   

Contact Parish priest 

BAPTISM PREPARATION: Contact Parish priest 

Parish Priest: Fr Aleki Piula      

Email: alekipiula@yahoo.co.nz     

Presbytery Phone:  483 7919     

Parish Secretary: Marc Theron 

Email: secretary@mariaassumpta.org.nz  

Parish Office: CLOSED—please email  

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time      
 10 October 2021 

 
 

First Reading: Wisdom 7:7-11 
Psalm 90 

Second Reading: Hebrews 4:12-13  
Gospel: Mark 10:17-30 

 
Reflection by Fr Aleki Piula  

 

Our wisdom is our first priority to give to God in our lives 
rather than our own possession 

 
In today's Gospel we read how the rich young man kept from becoming a disciple of Christ. We gathered in our 

own home today as the Disciples of Christ. But we do not always follow him every step we make as closely as we 
should, something prevent us, that something is probably different for each other.  

 
God gives us wisdom to use in order to walk in the right direction and enables us to use the things of this world in 
a way that will help us achieve the end for which God put us on earth. Today's reading reminds us that we must 
give first our priority to God in our lives not to our own possessions. So we have to refuse possession anything, 

which takes away our surrender to the Lord.  
 

lf these things become more important to us then we become the prisoners of our own possessions and by doing 
so we are violating the first commandment, 'You shall not have other gods beside me'  which demands us that we 
must give absolutely with unconditional our first priority to God.  In the first reading from the book of Wisdom, this 

is a passage in praise of wisdom. It is presented as a speech of Solomon. We know that Solomon pray for 
wisdom and wisdom was lavishly showered upon him, much to his great joy.  

 
He desires it above all else, above wealth, riches, power, prestige, health, and light. Wisdom always exists it 

never ends. Only through wisdom is the world led on the right path. For human being, wisdom is to be object of 
their desire and their prayers. Wisdom will guide a well-ordered life. Wisdom is a free gift from God. It is one of 
God's characteristics. Wisdom discerns what is good and what is evil. God's prophets are imbued with wisdom.  

 
Wisdom is characteristic of the messianic reign. Hence this reading is chosen to accompany the story of the rich 
young man. What the first reading advises us to do is to use the God-given virtue of prudence and seeking the 

true wisdom to vanish realities like riches or political and social influence.  

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: CLOSED during COVID19 



And Solomon chose wisdom before everything else to help him doing his ruling rightly. Wisdom teaches us how 
to live rightly, and enables us to use the things of this world in a way that help us achieve the end for which God 

purpose put us here on earth. Wisdom therefore, should be prized even more than gold. 
 

Psalm 90 sings, 'Fill us with your love, O Lord, and we will sing for joy!' The psalmist liked begging God to teach 
us how to make proper judgements and choices in our lives that we may live accordingly with Him forever. The 

psalmist prayers: Make us know the shortness of our life that we may gain wisdom of heart. Would the rich young 
man have acted differently if he had pondered on that line? 'Compare to her wisdom, l held riches as nothing... all 

gold is a pinch of sand'. Wisdom knows that our dark times (when God seems angry) will change to morning 
when we are filled with God's love. The psalm prays for joy to balance our affliction, for the years when we knew 

misfortune. Let the favour of the Lord be upon us. 
 

In the Second reading from the letter to the Hebrews tells us that the word of God is one certain way to know the 
will of God. God's word is effective and is a source of true wisdom must be our guide in using our blessings. The 
author of Hebrews draws from Jeremiah 31, which promises the new covenant. One sign of the covenant will be 
an interior knowledge of what is pleasing to God. Jesus possessed this interior knowledge. Jesus knew the mind, 

heart, and the will of his Father through intimate communication with him.  
 

Jesus grew in awareness of God's will not only for himself, but also for the people of God. Jesus response to 
God's will was a life of faithfulness.  

In today's gospel Mark tell us the story of the case of a good young man who refuses to follow Christ because he 
is unwilling to part with his wealth. It is a discipleship story. In the Jews believe that prosperity of the rich was a 

sign of God's blessings. But Jesus presents wealth as a stumbling block to the kingdom. Love of material 
possessions and comforts is one of the chief obstacles in the way of discipleship. Those who trust in themselves 
and their possessions can never be saved. Salvation is always God's achievement. What is the story illustrates 

today is like the farmer was capable of farming better, but he lacked the commitment to do so.  
 

The rich young man was also capable of doing more than just keeping the commandments, but he to lacked the 
commitment to do so. It shows us clearly that there is more to Christianity than just keeping the commitments. 

Jesus reviewed for the rich man the commandments, which are the starting point of Christian life. The man said 
he had kept them all. He hadn't done one thing in his whole life to hurt anyone. Jesus admired him for this. But 

Jesus also made it clear to the rich young man that Christianity is more than just a set of negative 
commandments like not stealing or not cheating. Christianity is far more positive. When Jesus says, 'Sell what 

you have. 'He doesn't mean that a disciple must be destitute. The life of the poor, with its hardship and suffering, 
is not set forth in Mark's Gospel as an ideal for the Christian disciple. But neither is the desire for possessions 

and the accumulation of wealth. 
 

Today's gospel invites us to Jesus in trusting when he says: l tell you 
that anyone who leaves home or brothers or sisters or mother or 

father or children or fields for me and for the gospel, will receive much 
more in this present age. He will receive a hundred times more 

houses, brothers, sisters, mothers, children, and fields and in the age 
to come he will receive eternal life' (Mark 10:29-30). What is the 
challenging that Jesus declared that true religion is sharing one's 

blessings with others rather than attaching to the material 
possessions. Lord teaches us to be generous and encounter your 

love.  
 
 

God Bless, Fr Aleki   
 

Announcements : 

PLEASE SCAN in using QR CODE. 
 

• Please visit the Parish Website “Family 

Life” page for all up to date information. 

• The Church’s WebApp also has all the 

latest information and Newsletters 

• Please stay safe and well and more    

information about help with food and 

Covid19 support packages are noted on 

the next page. 

• Please stay at home as this is the safest 

way to help us to stay safe and hopefully 

allow us to change our lockdown level 

but be sure you GET your VACCINE as 

this Delta is more dangerous than last 

years first lockdown.  

• Daily reflections can 

be found on our 

Facebook and Fathers 

Facebook page. 
 

• If you wish to contact 

me, don’t hesitate to call Father on (09) 

483 7919 (Presbytery). 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  

St Vincent de Paul is continuing to provide 

support contactlessly during the level 3. If 

you need support, or a food parcel, please 

contact either Chris (020 4139 5170) or  

Charles (022 0242 753) 

Resources in times of 

Lockdown 
 

We have placed a number of 

recources and 

links on our website including Online Mass 

links, Children’s Gospel Reflection and 

Family Liturgy: 

 https://beachhavencatholic.org.nz/family-life/ 

A reminder that the diocese continues to provide 

broadcast Sunday Mass. It is uploaded at 

5.30pm Saturday night (as per a Vigil Mass 

time) to the Youtube channel Auckland 

Catholic.  https://bit.ly/3np6J9f 

 It is also broadcast on Shine TV Sundays 

at 2.00pm Free-to-air TV Channel 25, Sky TV 201. 

DAILY  
 

Breaking Open the Gospel of 

the Day Members of the 

Diocesan 

Community 

proclaim the Gospel of the Day and reflect on 

its meaning in our lives and this situation. 

COVID-19  

Support Packages 
 

If you would like to access 

a Whānau Ora Family 

Support Package, please contact one of our partners 

below who are happy to help: 
 

The Fono 

Europa Kupu – Whānau Ora 

Manager 

Phone:  0800 366 648 

Email: Feleoko@thefono.org 

Website: https://bit.ly/3jFxsfn 
 

The Village Community Services Trust 

Alena / Maliena Jones – General Manager 

Phone: 021 845 535 

Food parcel request link: https://

bit.ly/2WSy1tF 
 

Tongan Health Society Inc. Langimalie 

Seini Latu - Phone: 021 902 029 

Tupou Tavalea - Phone: 021 654 546  

Katalina Lomu - Phone: 027 580 1111 

EVENTS AROUND THE DIOCESE! 
Go to our Website at 

https://beachhavencatholic.org.nz/ 
 

New to our Home Page 

Scroll down and get the latest dates/times 

for the events around the Diocese.  

(not enough space in the Newsletter) 

 

 

 

Online Sessions (Evening): 

The Gospel of Luke – The Gospel of the New Church Year 

with Kieran Fenn fms. Monday 11 October, 7-8.30pm. 

ZOOM. All sessions are connected but also 

stand alone. $25/session. Topic on 03 

October: The Parables. 

https://bit.ly/3lcnCRv 

Info - registration:  info@studyjoy.nz 

Muffin Talk Radio Programme recordings and 

video clips on religion, interfaith and 

community available at https://bit.ly/3gEmtQB 

Knowing that some of our parishioners are struggling 

financially during Level 3, the Parish Finance Committee 

has provided food vouchers to a number of families in our 

community.  If you need assistance or know someone 

who does please let Father Aleki know, thanks. 

Zoom Parish Meeting  

after 2pm Shine TV Mass 
 

Beate Matthies is inviting you to a scheduled 

Zoom meeting. 

Topic: Maria Assumpta Whakawhanaungatanga 
 

Time: Oct 10, 2021 03:00 PM Auckland,  

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://bit.ly/2VfBamy 

Meeting ID: 871 6595 9105 

Passcode: 473340 

Ruakaka 30th Anniversary 
On Sunday 14th November 2021, the Ruakaka Holy 

Family Catholic Community is celebrating 30 years 

since moving into the new Church in Peter Snell Road, 

Ruakaka. Mass is at 10.30am followed by a shared 

luncheon, sausage sizzle and entertainment for young 

and old. We are specially reaching out to past members 

and friends who could be interested in coming along 

and sharing a few memories.  

Please contact either;   Ray Timmins; 02102788867 : 

raydale.timmins@xtra.co.nz  Or  

Monica Johnson ; 021382401 : 

monica.johnson01@gmail.com 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


