
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Prepare a prayer focus and light a candle.  
SIGN OF THE CROSS: Ki te ingoa… 
READER: Kia noho te Ariki ki a koutou  -- The Lord be with you 
ALL:  Ki tōu wairua anō hoki -- And also with you 
 
READER:  

Tēnā koutou katoa. Welcome everybody. Today is the 4th Sunday of Easter. The 4th Sunday is 
Good Shepherd Sunday.  It is also a special day of prayer for vocations. And it is Mothers’ Day – 
chance for us to remember and celebrate our mothers. We gather now as one flock, sheep eager 
to hear and follow the voice of Jesus whose dying and rising we gather to celebrate.   
 
Children – The Baa Baa Song https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PGPQX3vQtU8&list=RDqak_45mnZE0&start_radio=1 

Youth - The Lord’s My Shepherd https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pN4tPkX0MG0 
Adult – The Lord’s my Shepherd (Crimond) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UAqPZQeDcFs 
 
READER: E te Atua, God of tender care, you are the one who gathers lost sheep in your arms. In your 
mercy guide us in all we do. Ko Hehu tōku Hepara – The Lord’s My shepherd. 
 
You are the Good Shepherd    Lord have mercy (All) Lord have mercy 
You gather the lost sheep    Christ have mercy (All)Christ have mercy 
You lead us beside to springs of life-giving water   Lord have mercy All) Lord have mercy 

 
OPENING PRAYER: Ka inoi tatou – let us pray. In this time of silence, we bring to mind all the things we 
want to pray for. (Allow silence, 1 minute)  
 
God of everlasting kindness, shepherd us so that we might share in your joy. Make us instruments of 
your goodness so that we too might share your work of gathering lost sheep. Through Jesus our Lord 
and in the unity of the Holy Spirit we pray. ALL: Amen 
 
FIRST READING Acts 13:14,43-52 
A reading from the book of Acts 
Paul and Barnabas continued on from Perga 
and reached Antioch in Pisidia. 
On the sabbath they entered the synagogue and took their seats. 
Many Jews and worshipers who were converts to Judaism 
followed Paul and Barnabas, who spoke to them 
and urged them to remain faithful to the grace of God. 
On the following sabbath almost the whole city gathered 
to hear the word of the Lord. 
When the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy 
and with violent abuse contradicted what Paul said. 
Both Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly and said, 
“It was necessary that the word of God be spoken to you first, 
but since you reject it 
and condemn yourselves as unworthy of eternal life, 
we now turn to the Gentiles. 
For so the Lord has commanded us, 
I have made you a light to the Gentiles, 
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that you may be an instrument of salvation 
to the ends of the earth.” 
The Gentiles were delighted when they heard this 
and glorified the word of the Lord. 
All who were destined for eternal life came to believe, 
and the word of the Lord continued to spread 
through the whole region. 
The Jews, however, incited the women of prominence who were worshipers 
and the leading men of the city, 
stirred up a persecution against Paul and Barnabas, 
and expelled them from their territory. 
So they shook the dust from their feet in protest against them, 
and went to Iconium. 
The disciples were filled with joy and the Holy Spirit. 
Ko te kupu a te Ariki - The Word of the Lord 
ALL: Whakamoemiti ki te Atua - Thanks be to God   
 
Silence – Let’s be quiet for a few moments and let God’s Word find a place to rest inside us.   
Discuss  - How have I been challenged by jealousy? 
 
PSALM:  Psalm 100  We are his people the sheep of his flock.  
  Children  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tp4gnjyUmak    

Youth   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lcXfyVKr6Nk  

  Adults  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fA-pISB-NVQ  

 
Second Reading  Revelation 7:9,14b-17 
A reading from the book of Revelation 
I, John, had a vision of a great multitude, 
which no one could count, 
from every nation, race, people, and tongue. 
They stood before the throne and before the Lamb, 
wearing white robes and holding palm branches in their hands. 
Then one of the elders said to me, 
“These are the ones who have survived the time of great distress; 
they have washed their robes 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
 
            “For this reason they stand before God’s throne 
                        and worship him day and night in his temple. 
            The one who sits on the throne will shelter them. 
            They will not hunger or thirst anymore, 
                        nor will the sun or any heat strike them. 
            For the Lamb who is in the centre of the throne 
                        will shepherd them 
                        and lead them to springs of life-giving water, 
                        and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 
Ko te kupu a te Ariki - The Word of the Lord 
ALL: Whakamoemiti ki te Atua - Thanks be to God  
 
Silence -Follow the reading with quiet thinking time.   
 
Discussion starter – What feelings are stirred in you as you listen to this reading? 
 
GOSPEL:  John 10:27-30 
Reader  Kia noho te Ariki  - The Lord be with you  
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All Ki tōu wairua anō hoki – And also with you 
Reader A reading from the Gospel of John 
Jesus said: 
“My sheep hear my voice; 
I know them, and they follow me. 
I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish. 
No one can take them out of my hand. 
My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, 
and no one can take them out of the Father’s hand. 
The Father and I are one.” 
Reader  Ko te rongopai a te Ariki – The Gospel of the Lord. 
ALL: Kia whakanuia rā koe, e te Ariki, e Hēhu Karaiti –  
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
After the reading - Silence.  
 

→ Children’s Reflection on the Gospel –   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-NuUo-igXDU 

 → Adults / Youth - Reflection / Discussion –  What does it mean to ‘follow’ Jesus? 
 

Prayer of the Faithful: As God’s people we pray for the needs of the whole world.  
For the Church – that we seek unity with all Christians, becoming one as Jesus and the Father are one. 

(Silence)  Reader: Christ has died, Christ is risen! All: Let us rejoice! 
For leaders of nations – that they imitate Jesus, caring for people as a shepherd cares for their flock.  

(Silence)  Reader: Christ has died, Christ is risen! All: Let us rejoice! 
For the people of Russia and Ukraine, and all nations affected by war  – that the desire for peace will 
grow among all people. 

(Silence)  Reader: Christ has died, Christ is risen! All: Let us rejoice! 
For vocations to the priesthood – that t the call to religious life, a call to love and service, will be 
discerned and accepted in the hearts of many. 

(Silence)  Reader: Christ has died, Christ is risen! All: Let us rejoice! 
For farmers and horticulturalists – that as they work to produce food, they learn how best to care for 
the land. 

(Silence) Reader: Christ has died, Christ is risen! All: Let us rejoice! 
For people who suffer loss because of storms and floods – that they will not be overwhelmed by grief 
but find strength in community and comfort in the practical support of many people. 

(Silence)  Reader: Christ has died, Christ is risen! All: Let us rejoice! 
 
Concluding Prayer  

Safe in your hand, O God, is the flock you shepherd through Jesus your Son. We are your 
people, the sheep of your pasture. Accept these prayers we bring to you. Lead us always to the 
living waters where you promise refreshment, that we may be counted among those who know 
and follow you. We ask this through Christ, the resurrection and the life, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever. AMEN 
 
READER: Let’s pray this prayer for vocations. 
God our Father, 
we thank you for calling men and women  
to serve in your Son’s Kingdom as priests, deacons, and consecrated persons. 
Send your Holy Spirit to help others to respond generously and courageously to your call. 
May our community of faith support vocations of sacrificial love in our youth and young adults. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
forever and ever. Amen 
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READER: Let’s remember our mothers and pray this prayer for all mothers. 
Good and Gentle God, 
we pray in gratitude for our mothers and for all women who have joined with you in the wonder of 
bringing forth new life. You who became human through a woman, grant to all mothers the courage 
they need to face the uncertain future that life with children always brings. 
Give them the strength to live and to be loved in return. 
Give them the faithful support of partner, family and friends as they care for the physical and spiritual 
growth of their children. 
Give them joy and delight in their children. 
Sustain them through the trials of motherhood.  
Most of all, give them the wisdom to turn to you for help when they need it most. Amen 
- Author Unknown 
 
READER: Let’s pray the Lord’s prayer together. The Lord’s Prayer in Te Reo Māori. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oU1GNEV0hYY 
Or the Lord’s Prayer in English. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

READER:  a blessing 
May the Good Shepherd be with you and bless you. 
May you rejoice in the presence of Christ who gathers the lost lambs. 
May the joy of the resurrection stay with you. 
May it touch and shape all you do and all you are. 
Through Christ our risen and merciful lord we pray. 
All: Alleluia Amen  

 
READER: Thank you for your participation in this Liturgy of the Word, thank you for your kindness and 
presence. We rejoice always, because we do not walk alone, God, our shepherd and our guide, is with us 
always. May we be messengers of God’s love, peace and forgiveness in the world today.  
Kia tau te rangimārie ki a koutou – Peace be with you.  
Let us go in peace, loving and serving God in all we do. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Like a Shepherd  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jLaVLAWaD1Q 
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