
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Prepare a prayer focus and light a candle.  
SIGN OF THE CROSS: Ki te ingoa… 
READER: Kia noho te Ariki ki a koutou  -- The Lord be with you 
ALL:  Ki tōu wairua anō hoki -- And also with you 
 
READER:  

Tēnā koutou katoa, welcome everybody. It is the 5th Sunday of Easter. ’This how all will know 
that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.’ That’s what Jesus said – love 
one another, and that’s what we try to do.  It is good to be here. Thank you for your presence.   
 
Children – Love one another  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LYlkcoAfLU4&t=54s 

Youth – A new Commandment https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yy7W8avIXIY 
Adult – A New Commandment https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=485btt72V2o  
 

READER: E te Atua, God of everlasting love, you make us instruments of your love. In your 
mercy guide us in all we do.  
 
You are slow to anger, kind and merciful  Lord have mercy (All) Lord have mercy 
You are good and compassionate to all  Christ have mercy (All)Christ have mercy 
You are gracious in all your ways   Lord have mercy All) Lord have mercy 
 

OPENING PRAYER: Ka inoi tatou – let us pray. In this time of silence, we bring to mind all the 
things we want to pray for. (Allow silence, 1 minute)  
 
God of everlasting kindness, you have chosen to make your dwelling place in the human heart. 
Make us instruments of your goodness so that in all we do we bear your love to one-another.  
Through Jesus our Lord and in the unity of the Holy Spirit we pray. ALL: Amen 
 
FIRST READING Acts 14:21-27 
A reading from the book of Acts 
After Paul and Barnabas had proclaimed the good news 
to that city 
and made a considerable number of disciples, 
they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch. 
They strengthened the spirits of the disciples 
and exhorted them to persevere in the faith, saying, 
“It is necessary for us to undergo many hardships 
to enter the kingdom of God.” 
They appointed elders for them in each church and, 
with prayer and fasting, commended them to the Lord 
in whom they had put their faith. 
Then they travelled through Pisidia and reached Pamphylia. 
After proclaiming the word at Perga they went down to Attalia. 
From there they sailed to Antioch, 
where they had been commended to the grace of God 
for the work they had now accomplished. 
And when they arrived, they called the church together 
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and reported what God had done with them 
and how he had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles. 
Ko te kupu a te Ariki - The Word of the Lord 
ALL: Whakamoemiti ki te Atua - Thanks be to God   
 
Silence – Let’s be quiet for a few moments and let God’s Word find a place to rest inside us.   
Discuss  - What were Paul and Barnabas doing? 
 
PSALM:  Psalm 145 I will praise your name forever, my God and my King  
  Children  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=THZpmk6slFU  

Youth   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w9uOyI_Nzm8 

  Adults  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rackccwSU9c  

 
Second Reading  Revelation 21:1-5 
A reading from the book of Revelation 
Then I, John, saw a new heaven and a new earth. 
The former heaven and the former earth had passed away, 
and the sea was no more. 
I also saw the holy city, a new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
“Behold, God’s dwelling is with the human race. 
He will dwell with them and they will be his people 
and God himself will always be with them as their God. 
He will wipe every tear from their eyes, 
and there shall be no more death or mourning, wailing or pain, 
for the old order has passed away.” 
The One who sat on the throne said, 
“Behold, I make all things new.” 
Ko te kupu a te Ariki - The Word of the Lord 
ALL: Whakamoemiti ki te Atua - Thanks be to God  
 
Silence -Follow the reading with quiet thinking time.   
 
Discussion starter – What do the words, ‘God’s dwelling is with the human race,’ mean for you? 
 
GOSPEL:  John 13:31-35 
Reader  Kia noho te Ariki  - The Lord be with you  
All Ki tōu wairua anō hoki – And also with you 
Reader A reading from the Gospel of John 
When Judas had left them, Jesus said, 
“Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in him. 
If God is glorified in him, 
God will also glorify him in himself, 
and God will glorify him at once. 
My children, I will be with you only a little while longer. 
I give you a new commandment: love one another. 
As I have loved you, so you also should love one another. 
This is how all will know that you are my disciples, 
if you have love for one another.” 
Reader  Ko te rongopai a te Ariki – The Gospel of the Lord. 
ALL: Kia whakanuia rā koe, e te Ariki, e Hēhu Karaiti –  
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
After the reading - Silence.  
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→ Children’s Reflection on the Gospel – Douglas Talks  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gj1ptid2jQ8&t=49s 

 → Adults / Youth - Reflection / Discussion –  What is love? 
 

Prayer of the Faithful: As God’s people we pray for the needs of the whole world.  

For the Church – that parishes and all faith communities become missionary communities who 
walk together in love. 

 (Silence)  Reader: Christ has died, Christ is risen! All: Alleluia. Let us rejoice! 
For leaders of nations – that they work together to end all forms of discrimination throughout 
the world. 

(Silence)  Reader: Christ has died, Christ is risen! All: Alleluia. Let us rejoice! 
For all nations and peoples affected by war  – that people everywhere will wholeheartedly 
seek peace. 

(Silence)  Reader: Christ has died, Christ is risen! All: Alleluia. Let us rejoice! 
For people who use violence as a way to respond life’s problems   – that they will learn the 
way of peace, which has greater power than anger or aggression.  

(Silence) Reader: Christ has died, Christ is risen! All: Alleluia. Let us rejoice! 
For people who run our prison systems – that the care and rehabilitation of prisoners will be a 
priority, and that resourcing will be sufficient for this. 

(Silence) Reader: Christ has died, Christ is risen! All: Alleluia. Let us rejoice! 
For ourselves – that we learn ever more fully what it means to love one another. 

(Silence) Reader: Christ has died, Christ is risen! All: Alleluia. Let us rejoice! 
 
Concluding Prayer (Priest) 
O God, you know the longing of our hearts, for the day when every tear is wiped from our eyes, 
and death will be no more. Hear the prayer we bring you. Increase our love for one another, that 
peace may abound and that death and war be no more. Grant this through Jesus Christ, the 
firstborn from the dead, who lives and reigns with you now and always in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, God for ever and ever… AMEN 
 
READER: So that we might always grow in the way of love,  let’s pray the Prayer of St Francis 
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: 
where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 
where there is sadness, joy. 
 
O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 
to be consoled as to console, 
to be understood as to understand, 
to be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive, 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 
Amen. 
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READER: Let’s pray the Lord’s prayer together. The Lord’s Prayer in Te Reo Māori. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oU1GNEV0hYY 
Or the Lord’s Prayer in English. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

READER:  a blessing 
May God whose love is without end bless you and keep you 
May you rejoice in Christ who calls you to be a dwelling place of love. 
May the joy of the resurrection stay with you. 
May it touch and shape all you do and all you are. 
Through Christ our risen and merciful Lord we pray. 
All: Alleluia Amen  

 
READER: Thank you for your participation in this Liturgy of the Word, thank you for your kindness and 
presence. We rejoice always, because we do not walk alone, God, our shepherd and our guide, is with us 
always. May we be messengers of God’s love, peace and forgiveness in the world today.  
Kia tau te rangimārie ki a koutou – Peace be with you.  
Let us go in peace, loving and serving God in all we do. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Song 
Children This is my Commandment https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KpZ5blHudsI&t=13s 

Youth  Tell the World of his Love https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L8zwiiSckQM 
Adults  Love is his word  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_FB0jIj7Wbs 
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