
SUNDAY MASS:   8am, 10am                 
RECONCILIATION:  Saturday 10am-12pm 

WEEKDAY MASS: 9am - Tuesday to Saturday                                     

             MARIA ASSUMPTA CATHOLIC CHURCH 

            198 Beach Haven Road, Auckland 0626 

              www.beachhavencatholic.org.nz 

 

Welcome - Malo e lelei - Bula Vinaka -Talofa lava - Mabuhay - Bienvenue 

Nei hou ma - Anneunghaseyo - Ayu Bowan - Willkommen - Welkom  
Haere mai! Nau mai! Whakatau mai!  

MARRIAGE PREPARATION:   
Contact Parish priest 
BAPTISM PREPARATION: Contact Office 

Parish Priest: Fr Aleki Piula      

Email: alekipiula@yahoo.co.nz   

  

Parish Operations & Finance Manager: Marc Theron 

Email: secretary@mariaassumpta.org.nz  
Parish Office: 09-483-5919  

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 22 October 2023 

 

First Reading:  lsaiah 45:1,4-6 

Psalm:  96 

Second Reading:  1 Thessalonians 1:1-5 

Gospel:  Matthew 22:15-21 

 

Reflection by Fr Aleki Piula  
 

Give to Caesar the things that belong to Caesar and 
to God the things that are God's 

                 
 

Today's readings lay out the theme about the nature of our 
own obligation to God and to Our country, that is the Church 
and the State, and it shows us how God's help and we can both have citizens of earth and 
heaven. We give God something that we do not give any earthly ruler. 'That thing is worship. And 
this is precisely why we are gathered here to worship God, Creator of the universe and Lord of 
all. Sadly, in practice we don't always put God first in our lives. As Jesus wisely say today's Gospel 
to 'well, give back to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God' (Matthew 
22:20-21). 
 

ln the first reading from prophet lsaiah, the return of the people from exile, a return made 
possible by King Cyrus, is seen as a sign of God's love for his people, lsrael, and of his lordship 
over all peoples. lt is part of God's saving plan for His chosen people. 
 

Psalm 96 sings, 'Give the Lord glory and honour'. This Psalm reminds us that when people put 
God first, everyone benefits. lt is an invitation to pay joyful homage 
to God, above all others, the maker of heaven and earth. 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: Mon, Thurs, Friday 9am-1pm 



ln the second reading from the first letter of Paul to Thessalonians, he praises his converts in 
Thessalonica for their fidelity to God and to Christ His Son. Here we see Paul's concern for the 
Christians at Thessalonika their practice with the help of the Holy Spirit that is the theological vir-
tues of Faith, Hope, and charity.  
 

ln today's Gospel, we hear the story of an effort by the enemies of Jesus to trap him into saying 
something incriminating. 'ls it lawful to pay the census tax to Caesar or not? Jesus instructs them 
who ask question, 'Repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God'. By 
that we are both dutiful to loyally obeying the just law of the state and working for the welfare of 
all citizens And also dutiful service to God as our obligations to Him as our Creator and Lord, we 
become good Heavenly citizens by obeying God's laws. Jesus told all of them that one has to duti-
fully give what is due the government and dutifully give what is due God if one believes in Him. lt 
is clear that God wants us to be law-abiding citizens of our country. ln Jesus' answer he recognis-
es that the state has a role, but its power is limited and does not supplant God.  The church 
teaches us that we also have the duty to uphold the teaching of God as citizens of heaven on 
earth. Hence, what Jesus especially challenge the Church to preach and live the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, rather than the Gospel of political convenience. Yes, what Jesus reminds us, we must be 
good citizens of our country. But we must always remember that we are already citizens of the 
Kingdom of God. We see the scene before us Jesus challenges them to give back whatever power 
they have that comes from the emperor and to give to God 'the things that are God's'. As our 
children prepare for the first holy communion and confirmation, we are give to what belongs to 
God, the sacrament convey of his love and to what belongs to the government we live. 
 

Have a blessed Sunday, 
God bless Fr. Aleki. 
 

 

Announcements : 
 

• PLEASE register with Our Parish online OR 
complete the paper form at the back of the 
church and pop it into the office letterbox. 

 

• We thank Bishop Steve Lowe for humbly ac-
ceptance the invitation to celebrate both masses 
today, may God give you strength and courage to 
continue his work, we pray for you always. 

• We thank here to Stephanie, Bill, Joyce and Ma-
hon for preparing these children for this sacra-
mental programme. 

• There will be one mass on 1st Wednesday of No-
vember of all Saints, and two masses on all souls 
day, the second that 9am and 7pm mass. A re-
minder to anyone who wants to bless your love 
ones, you can help yourselves to take a holy water 
will be blessed and available to anyone to take 
thanks.  

• For those old members of the Eucharistic minis-
ters will have a training will be announcing the ac-
tual day thanks. 

Dear Council members and Parishioners 

 

We are writing to you to express our      
gratitude and appreciation for the use 
of the parish house.     This allows us to 
house families facing homelessness in a 

warm comfortable home. 
 

We housed the first family in the parish house on 20 June 
2017. Since then, we have housed 21 families. This equals 
66 children and 35 adults who have lived in the house. This 
has only been possible due to the successful partnership 
with Maria Assumpta parish. Thank you. 
 

We look forward to continuing to work with you and sup-
port the most vulnerable in our community, homeless and 
low-income families. Together we can make a huge    
difference in the lives of New Zealand families. 
 

Yours Sincerely, Jan Rutledge, QSM (General Manager) 

 

29 October (next week) 

 

The theme the Pope chose for the 2023 
celebration is “Hearts on fire, feet on the 
move,” which he said was inspired by the 

story of Jesus and the disciples on the 
road to Emmaus after the resurrection. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
PLEASE Register with us 

 

THANK YOU to the first 119 Families 
who have already registered,            

fantastic. 
 

 

Registration link is below: 
https://bit.ly/3GfSsBX 

 

No Internet Access? Please come into the 
office so we can assist you in completing this registration 

online or grab a form at the back of the Church. 

 

 

Online Sessions (Evening): 
 

The Gospel of Mark  with Kieran Fenn fms. 
Mondays, 13 and 20 November, 7-8.30pm. ZOOM. Free. 

Donations/Koha are appreciated. 
https://www.studyjoy.nz/2023/10/10/the-gospel-of-mark/ 

 

YouTube Recordings 

 

Series on Muffin Talk radio programme freely 
available online at: 

https://bit.ly/3ON3YM1 
 

Info - registration:  info@studyjoy.nz  

Joshua Catholic Men's  
Fellowship North Shore 

 

All men are invited to a 
meeting on Wed 25 Oct at 

7.30pm at St Joseph's     
Centre, Takapuna. There will be a video presentation on: 

'Catholic Masculinity' followed by a discussion on what Joshua 
2024 will be like.  

 

We value your input and look forward to your presence. 
There will be time for a cuppa and shared conversation        

following. 
 

For more information please contact Russell 022-034-5678 

Parish has a NEW Bank Account Number 

Account Number: Maria Assumpta Parish Account: 

 02-0108-0708609-000 

Thank you for your expressions of support for the 
Maria Assumpta conference of the Society of St 

Vincent de Paul last Sunday. If you need support, 
or a food parcel, please contact Charles (022 0242 

753), Chris (020 4139 5170) or the Vinnies Shop (482 3017). 
Our foodbank always needs donations of non-perishable    

groceries and household goods. At the moment, we especially 
need canned food, lunch items, bathroom groceries, and pas-

ta. Donations can be left in the basket at the back of the 
church before Mass on Sundays. 

 

Why not volunteer to help out at our Vinnies Charity shops, 
even for an hour or two once a week would be wonderful. Our 

oldest volunteer is 87 and our youngest is 14 so age is no      
barrier! Contact Mel at the Vinnies shop (482 3017) for more         

information. 
 

We continue to welcome new members and particularly need 
people to assist with Friday bread deliveries and delivering 

food parcels. If you think you could spare an hour or so each 
month, please contact Charles or Chris. If you wish to support 

us financially, donations can be left in the box at the rear of 
the church or you can contribute using internet banking (a/c 

number 12-3035-0514670-00). Please make sure that you put 
your name on the envelope or in the reference field. 

De Paul House Transitional housing 
and family support. 

 

Food Bank Depleted!  Can you help? 

Our shelves are looking bare in most products. 
 

Donations can be dropped off at De Paul House Office at 
92-96 Onewa Rd, Northcote.  

 

Contact reception@depaulhouse.org.nz   09-480-5959 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every year we deliver more mess, more fun and more amazing 
opportunities to connect with Jesus in a personal way. Life 

teen Aotearoa summer camp is for you and it is for your teens. 
Throughout the week we aim to support parishes to walk 
along side their young people and get to know them on a 

deeper level. We do this through thought provoking key note 
sessions, small group discussion times and lots of                   

opportunities to just have fun with your teens. 
 

If you are ready to help lead your teens closer to 
Christ and have the #bestsummerever then hit the 

registration link! 
https://bit.ly/3SdzV22 

ANNUAL NORTH SHORE  ROSARY 
PROCESSION 

 

St Thomas More Parish invites you to 
join us in our Annual North Shore Ro-
sary Procession on Sunday, 29th Oct 

at 2 p.m. followed by Benediction and shared cuppa.  
Those unable to walk in the procession are welcome to 
pray in the Church before the exposed Blessed Sacra-

ment.  We desperately need to pray for our families, na-
tion and for the world in these times. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Week 

READINGS 

 

29 October 2023  
 

First Reading:  
Exodus 22:20-26 

 

Psalm: 18 

 

Second Reading: 
1 Thess. 1:5-10 

 

Gospel:  
Matthew 22:34-40 

 

SPECIAL MASSES 

Filipino Mass:  1st Sunday of month - 4 pm  
Samoan Mass: 2nd Sunday of month - 11:45 am 

Tongan Mass: 3rd Sunday of the month - 12 pm  
Multicultural Mass: 4th Sunday of every other month.- 10 am 

Youth Mass: 4th Sunday of every other month. - 10 am 

Maori Mass:  5th Sunday of month - 10 am 

Note: Singing Practice:  Saturdays after morning 
Mass.  

Monday: 9.00 am Liturgy of the Word 

• Music Meeting - 10:30 am Tuesday after first 
Sunday every month (07 Nov) 

• Finance Committee - 7 pm Tues (14 Nov) 
• Liturgy Committee  - 7 pm Wed (08 Nov) 

• PPC Meeting - 7 pm  Wed ( 15 Nov) 

• Liturgy of the Word - every Monday - 9 am, with 
Communion.  

• Multicultural Mass - 10 am (26 Nov) 

• Youth Mass - 10 am (TBC) 

• Maori Mass - 10 am (TBC) 

• Filipino Mass:  1st Sunday -  4 pm  (05 Nov) 

• Samoan Mass: 2nd Sunday - 11:45  (12 Nov) 

• Tongan Mass: 3rd Sunday - 12 pm  (19 Nov) 

NEWSLETTER: 
 

Do you want the  
Newsletter via email ? 

 

PLEASE register with the 
church online here: 

 

https://
beachhavencatho-

lic.org.nz/parishioner-

registration/ 
 

 

 

 CDA Connect  
 

Are you wanting to know what is hap-
pening in the           
diocese? CDA       

Connect is a monthly 
newsletter concern-

ing happenings in the 
diocese.  

HALL HIRE 

All bookings can be made ONLINE  
 

Should be made ONLINE at: 
https://beachhavencatholic.org.nz/venue-hall-hire-2/ 

  
Parishioners: Hall Hire fee: $150 Bond and $20.00 / hour. 

NON Parishioners: Hall Hire: $350 Bond. 
(Hall hire is for all time Hall is used - decorating included) 

CHURCH MAINTENANCE  
Please inform the parish office of any  

damages that need repairing on parish 
premises.  

If you can assist with maintenance please  
contact, Marc Theron  

Ph: 021-119-1397 or email: 
secretary@mariaassumpta.org.nz 

NOTICES FOR PARISH BULLETIN 

These should be received by Thursday every week.  Notices are approved by the Parish Priest 
and will be placed if there is room. 

Email the wording to: secretary@mariaassumpta.org.nz  

Next Week Ministries  8:00am Mass 10:00am Mass 

Welcome/Notices Charles Grinter Te Aorere Chan 

Ministers Of The Word  Beate Matthies 

Florinda Azavedo 

Ana Tusani 
Ray Frost 

Ministers of Communion Atela Brahne 

 TBA 

Filipina Tulifaui 
TBA 

Prayers Of The Faithful Ana Tusani Ray Frost 

Computer Chris Simpson Filomena Filipo 

Musicians Ana Tran Ausage Fa’aoso Setu 

Counters Team  Stephen Chmiel 


